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Look at  t he one-on-one int erview wit h Melia  Hil lman and Mr. Bert ol lo

MEET THE PRINCIPAL

It is time to officially get to know our principal. Mr. Bertollo has been at our school for several months now, 
so I asked students to gather questions for me to ask at a virtual interview. Here is how it went:  
        

   

Photograph taken from Zoom interview with Mr. Bertollo, GCMS Principal, and student, Melia 

From September 16th, 2020 at 3 PM via Zoom 

The Magazine Club meets on Tuesday's at 2:45 PM. For more information, email Melia 
Hillman at 25mhil@student.cwcboe.org. 

 Melia:  If you could give one piece of advice on managing throughout this remote learning/hybrid system, what 
advice would you give to the students?   
Mr. Bertollo: Take it one day at a time. That?s kind of the motto I have been living by since I started this position, as no 
matter how many times we plan for the start of the school year, something changed almost daily. Whether it was, 
planning on coming back full t ime or needing to change to a hybrid schedule, or the plan of a hybrid schedule having 
to change to completely remote. There have been changes almost daily, so I would say my advice to everybody is just 
to take it one day at a time. You know how tomorrow is September 17th? Well, look at your schedule, know what 
classes you have, know what assignments you have to do, and really take it one day at a time. Don?t look too much 
further ahead than that, because it probably is going to change. 

 Melia: Yeah. So, I watched your introduction video, back in July (https://youtu.be/JvG8oc3FUgo), and you emphasized 
the importance of making connections with students. How do you plan to do that even through this complicated virtual 
environment?  

Mr. Bertollo: So, what I have been trying to do is pop into as many classes as possible so far. I really am trying to set a 
delicate balance between randomly popping into someone's class, but also trying to not disrupt what the teacher is 
doing. It has been a lot of my face just appearing in the corner, and kind of observing for just a few minutes, and then 
disappearing again. I kind of feel like Batman, you just appear and then he is gone. I am trying not to disrupt too many 
people, but I am also trying to get my face out there as much as possible, so that you guys know who I am as well. 
When we are back to whatever in-person instruction, eventually you at least feel somewhat comfortable with me being 
in the building. I also hopped into the Student Council meeting on September 10th, 2020, just to see some new faces 
and see some new names. So it is a lot of that; just in this virtual world, trying to pop into these meetings as often as 
possible.  
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Melia: What experience, out of your time as an educator, and administrator was most rewarding to you now?  

Mr. Bertollo: So, my career started as an elementary school teacher. I initially started as a 5th-grade teacher, then 
fourth grade, and then I actually went to school and minored in history, so I am a really big history buff; I love teaching 
Social Studies. I ended up going to a private school, where I was able to teach, specifically third and fourth-grade social 
studies, which, I don?t know if you remember your social studies classes from back then, but fourth grade, specifically, 
is the American revolution. It talks about New Jersey?s involvement in it, and that was the coolest thing to me. I love 
learning about the American revolution; I think it was so important to our history, but also to have this rebel group of 
people come together and stand up against someone who was oppressing them, and really create your own country, 
which is what ended up happening. So, I have always really admired learning about that stuff, so I would say, if I was 
thinking of one specific experience, it was just getting to really emphasize the importance of our own history to a 
group of fourth-graders, trying to get them to understand the bigger picture of that. Yes, we were talking about this 
litt le town in New Jersey that had this big impact on the history of our world, so [a promising experience overall] was 
getting the opportunity to teach people things.  

Melia: For sure. So, there has been a lot of negative concerns, and there are obviously a lot of issues involving health, 
but what are you most optimistic about for this year?

 Mr. Bertollo: I think just wanting to get back to some sense of normalcy. I don?t know what that is going to look like, 
because again, every day our plans seem to be changing. I thought on September 8th, we would be back in some kind 
of fashion, and I would get to walk in the hallways, and teachers would be back and all of that. So, I am optimistic that 
by the end of the year, or at least I am hopeful, that there will be some sense of normalcy so that the 8th graders will 
get to have some type of activities during the course of the year. That was one of the biggest disappointments I had 
about the end of last year, is that we had a great senior class at James Caldwell, and after March, they pretty much had 
everything taken away from them They weren?t able to do Prom, they weren?t able to do a lot of their senior activities, 
and we weren?t able to have our real traditional graduation ceremony. So my hope for this year is that the seniors at 
James Caldwell, but also the Eighth Graders here, that we all get some sense of normalcy by the end of the year, and 
you guys get to have some of your typical Eighth Grade activities, that your last year does not get washed away like the 
seniors from last year.  

Melia: Yeah, I saw a lot of what you did for the seniors to still try to make the year special, even with everything going 
on in the world.  

Mr. Bertollo: Yeah, they needed that. Like I said, they were a very special group of seniors. I was fortunate, as at the 
high school, when you are the administrator for the freshman, you stay with them for all four years. I was able to have 
that same crew of kids for four years, and I knew that they were really well-behaved, and a special class. It was really 
unfortunate that their year ended the way it did, but that is why I tried to do as many special things for them because 
there was no group before them that was able to get those kinds of things. I really wanted it to be something special 
for the class of 2020.  

Melia: Yeah. A lot of people look up to you as a principal and administrator, so who do you look up to now. Do you 
have a role model?
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Mr. Bertollo: It has changed a lot about my life. I think when we first started hearing about COVID-19, it was kind of like 
any illness. You hear about the flu, you hear about whatever. At first, you are concerned about it, but you don?t think it is 
going to have any impact on you. Many were like ?oh that will never happen to me.? Then with Mr. Brown?s passing, it 
brought things closer to home, that when you looked at him, he was the specimen of health; he worked out every 
morning; he was in great shape; he was a healthy guy, and unfortunately, this virus took his life. When you look at that, it 
really makes you reflect on your own life as if it could happen to him, now, I know it can happen to anybody, so it did 
make me focus more on family, focus more on really following the rules or the expectations that these health 
professionals were putting it out: wash your hands, wear a mask, stay socially distanced. I think at that point everybody 
recognized the seriousness of it, and since then, I feel like I have tried to focus on that stuff. At least for my own personal 
life. From an educational standpoint, I feel like, and a lot of teachers felt this way too, that we want to be back in the 
building as quickly as possible, but we also want to do it in the safest fashion. We don?t want to just rush into it, and have 
630 middle school kids in the building, with the risk that someone could get ill, and have something unfortunate happen. 
So, we are really trying to focus on consistency. The month of September should be pretty consistent because we know 
what we are doing every single day. For October, we are hoping to tiptoe into some type of in-person instruction, and 
hopefully later in the year, we will be back as close to normal as possible, but it?s interesting, every day brings different 
children. Whether it 's our zoom freezing or forgetting a password, every day has been something different, but that also 
makes it exciting. I truly don?t know what I am walking into each day, and to me, that is both nerve-racking , but it 's 
exciting at the same time.   

Melia: Lastly, who is your favorite ?Star Wars? character? That was a question people asked me.  

Mr. Bertollo: Favorite ?Star Wars? character? I am obsessed with Darth Vader. I know obviously, he is such a primary 
character in the ?Star Wars? universe, but I am just fascinated by his story. It was really interesting that even though I don?t 
necessarily like the prequel movies that were made; I think Episode I and Episode II are probably two of the worst movies 
that were ever made, but it is just interesting to see where Anakin Skywalker came from, and kind of his evolution into 
what Darth Vader becomes, and with the newer movies, the impact he had, even postmortem, he still had this impact on 
everything that happened after. So, I would say, if I had to pick one, it?s Darth Vader. I actually have a suit, like a suit that I 
will wear to school, and it has litt le Darth Vaders all over it.

  Melia: That is awesome.  

Mr. Bertollo: Yeah, he has an impact on every ?Star Wars? movie. Even the newer movies, I am sure you have seen them.  
Melia: Yeah.  Mr. Bertollo: Like Kylo Ren?s villainy is based on Darth Vader. Even if you includeRogue One,Darth Vader is in 
that movie as well. It is this huge timeline of ?Star Wars? things, so he is that overpowering character.  

Melia: Yep. Well, thank you so much for meeting with me. This was great. 

 Mr. Bertollo: Oh, no problem. If you think of any other questions, definitely reach back out to me. I would be happy to do 
this whenever you want.
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Edit or ?s Message: I would l ike t o t hank  Mr . Ber t ollo for  t ak ing t he t im e out  of  h is day t o do t h is int erview. It  was great  
t o get  t o hear  his t hought s, ideas, and perspect ives, and I t h ink  t he int erview  was a great  way for  st udent s t o get  
fam il iar  w it h his personalit y, and t he way he w il l  be act ing as our  pr incipal. I hope t o do several m ore int erviews t h is 
year  w it h our  adm inist rat ors so t hey can connect  w it h t he st udent s. It  is im por t ant  t hat  we, as a school, are able t o 
build t hat  br idge bet ween t eachers, adm inist rat ors and st udent s. Feel f ree t o em ail m e (25m hil@st udent .cwcboe.org) 
w it h any quest ions you would l ike t o be answered, and hopefully we w il l  be able t o hear  m ore f rom  our  adm inist rat ors 
and educat ors. 
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Mr. Bertollo: Obviously, my father was a huge inspiration to me. He was not in education, but he does a lot of 
community service work. We grew up in Hawthorne, which is in Passaic County about 20-25 minutes away from 
Caldwell. But he was always involved with community service projects, and always giving back to the community. So I 
have always looked at him as a role model, in the sense that I want to give back to the community as well, and I know 
Mr. Brown?s motto here was make a difference, so it was a smooth transition for me, in the sense that I grew up with 
community service, coming into a school now, where one of the big things we talk about is giving back to others, so 
that made a lot of sense to me. My father is a role model and is someone I look up to. From an educational 
standpoint, I always look at my fellow administrators as people I try to model, and learn the goods from them, and see 
if there are things that I can take to them and apply them into my building. 

Melia:  How has this whole pandemic changed your perspective on health issues, education, or anything really?
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 AUTUMN ACTION

Top Aut um n Act ivit ies
                     By K atya Roberts 

1. Have a Barbecue! You can roast marshmallows, and 
make delicious s'mores!Have a wat er  balloon bat t le!On 
warmer days, this is the perfect activity to do with your 
family members or friends! (not accounting for the mess) 

2. Wat ch a vir t ual per form ance! Due to COVID-19, many 
plays, musicals, and performances have been canceled 
or postponed. I know that I, as a ballerina, was planning 
to perform in several plays this year, however, they all 
got canceled. Although our studio has not yet, many 
larger groups have organized live virtual performances 
(many even free!). So, although it is not as atmospheric, if 
you are interested in plays or musicals like me, watching 
a virtual performance can turn out to be a great use of 
time 

3. Go hik ing! Personally, my family and I really enjoy hiking 
in the mountains in the fall and winter seasons. I love 
climbing rock cliffs, trees, walking on the muddy trails, 
the scenery - it?s so much fun. 

4. Take a vir t ual exhibit  t o a fam ous landm ark  or  
m useum ! Right now, there are many opportunities for 
people to visit an interesting location through guided 
video tours or photographed slideshows. And, again, 
though it is understandably not as interesting as being in 
the physical spot, it is still a great way to ?visit? a place 
without having to quarantine afterward! 

5. Host  a ?m eet ing? w it h your  f r iends! If you are unable 
to meet in-person with your friends, you can virtually 
meet with them!

6. St ar t  a new hobby! When you have free time after 
school, you may want to start a new hobby or get better 
at an existing one. You may want to start a YouTube 
channel, learn to play an instrument, get better at a 
sport, or learn you enjoy collecting legos or vintage toys! 
(I know I do!) Plus, if you truly find a hobby you enjoy or 
really want to get better at something, there are plenty of 
virtual tutoring classes you can take to do so That can 
turn out to be a great use of time!

 Animals in autumn can be 
seen through photograph 
taken by Josiah Zaki. 

A symbol of the season of 
Autumn, Josiah Zaki 
demonstrates the stability and 
values of the new season 
through a photograph of a 
pumpkin. 

The Magazine Club meets on Tuesday's at 2:45 PM. For more information, email 
Melia Hillman at 25mhil@student.cwcboe.org. 



SCHOOL INTERESTS
 Making A Difference: Food Drive for St. John's Sop Kitchen 

By Cat her ine Hum phrey

https://www.njsk.org/  

Me: As you may already know, for the seventh-grade social studies classes, with both Mrs. Lincoln and Mr. Kotlewski, 
we organized a food drive in honor of Mr. Brown to help make a difference in our community. We donated to Saint 

John?s Soup Kitchen located in Newark, NJ. If you would like to learn more about this food drive or make some 
donations, the link to their website is above. I asked Mrs. Lincoln some questions about the food drive in this 

interview.  Me: Why did you choose to donate to this particular food drive? 

Mrs. Lincoln: We have had a connect ion w it h t h is Soup Kit chen for  m any years! Barbara Mahon was t he 
Direct or  and a West  Caldwell resident . We worked t oget her  on what  we nam ed, ?SOUPER BOWL? Weekend. 

Many hom eless have m any dent al issues and m eat loaf  is very easy t o chew. In t he past  our  Civics classes have 
m ade over  500 m eat loaves for  St . John?s Soup Kit chen, in Newark , Essex Count y. The st udent s would br ing in 
t he it em s, fol low  a recipe in class, and Mr . Kot lewsk i and I would bake t hem . Think  about  t hat  ...t he WHOLE 
COMMUNITY!! The St af f  in our  GCMS Cafet er ia allowed us t o use t heir  ovens! Then af t er  school, t he st udent s 

would com e and wrap t hem  and t he t eachers would deliver  t hem !

Me: Interesting! Is this the first year you have done service projects like this?

         Mrs. Lincoln: No, t h is st ar t ed back  in May 2008. I had a very ser ious healt h issue and when I recovered I 
was so grat eful t o be alive t hat  I knew I had t o st ar t  giving back  w it h all sincer it y! I st ar t ed a 7t h-grade Civics 
program  called ? Live A Life That  Mat t ers? for  all m y st udent s so t hey could feel t he joy of  helping ot hers. Mr . 
Kot lewsk i and I put  our  m inds (and hear t s ) t oget her  and it  result ed in t h is St  John?s ?Souper  Bow l Meat loaf  

Program?! (We always did it  t he Fr iday of  Super  Bow l Weekend)

Me: Can you give some background information about the food drive? 

Mrs. Lincoln: Soup k it chens in every t own always need donat ions! But , especially now  w it h t he pandem ic, we 
are l iving t hrough. Wit h all t he people who have lost  t heir  jobs and t he fam il ies who are now lin ing up at  St  

John?s, we t hought  t h is was a t ru ly im por t ant  need. The st udent s and t heir  fam il ies were so k ind and 
generous! We had at  least  75 sandw iches, 10 m eat loaves, and an incredible am ount  of  baked goods!Me: What 
was your favorite part of our service project? Mrs. Lincoln:My favor it e par t  was t hat  t he st udent s had t o ?m ake? 

som et hing. It  could not  be a can of  beans, alt hough im por t ant  t oo ...BUT... you need t o put  a l i t t le bit  of  
yourself  int o t he cont r ibut ions t o really feel how  m uch it  can m ake your  hear t  sm ile! Of  course, I also know 

Mr . Brown is sm il ing big t im e wat ching all of  us work  in his honor !

Me: What other service projects do you plan to do? 

 Mrs. Lincoln: The l ink  shared w it h you is our  proposed l ist . As you can see we need t o m ake our  Oct ober  
project  of  helping local anim al shelt ers m ore well known. But , w it h just  get t ing used t o our  new  ?hybr id 

school? schedule we can m ove it  t o Novem ber  when we are all exper t s at  our  schedule!Me: Do you plan to do 
this project next year?  Mrs. Lincoln:Well, I w il l  be in t own t o help, but  t h is is Mrs. Lincoln?s last  year ! I am  

ret ir ing in June and I am  so excit ed t o m ake t h is last  year  t he BEST EVER- no m at t er  what  challenges we m ay 
have t o face! I hope whoever  f i l ls m y posit ion next  year , w il l  cont inue t o serve our  com m unit y and provide 

st udent s w it h am azing oppor t unit ies t o give back !

Me: What can you tell our school?s sixth-graders what to expect next year when participating in this project?

           Mrs.Lincoln: To look  up t o t he new eight h graders as role m odels, who were so am azing at  giving back  
and pract icing em pat hy and keeping  Mr . Brown?s ?Make a Dif ference? pract ice alive!

The Magazine Club meets on Tuesday's at 2:45 PM. For more information, email Melia 
Hillman at 25mhil@student.cwcboe.org. 
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            Me: And lastly, how do you feel after donating?

            Mrs. Lincoln: My hear t  sm iles big t im e!  I am  a m em ber  of  a Habit at  for  Hum anit y  group called ?Road 
Tr ip Crazies?. We do builds all over  t he East  Coast .  I joined t h is t hanks t o Ms. Gerdy and her  brot her , Tom  
Gerdy,  a builder  in Virgin ia.  We all went  t o school t oget her  in Lit t le Falls.  My Dad was a Pr incipal and Ms. 

Gerdy?s Dad was t he am azing  Physics Teacher  and Head Foot ball Coach at  our  High School.  Tom  Gerdy and 
Jeannie Gerdy have  t aught  m e a quot e t hat  I share every year  w it h all m y st udent s:  ? Always let your HEART 

tell your HANDS what to do!?

 Me: Thank you for participating in this interview

            Mrs. Lincoln:Thank you for  car ing t o know m ore about  our  ?Mak ing A Dif ference"  project  in Mr . Brown?s 
honor ! And especially for  com ing in person and m anning t he collect ion t able for  our  food dr ive!  

          

 Making A Difference: Food Drive for St. John's Soup Kitchen  (Cont 'd)
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SCHOOL INTERESTS

School Dayz  
By Ryan Anderson



THE THEATRE WORLD 

 Due to COVID-19, Broadway had to shut down, which 

means that no one could see shows. People who had 

bought tickets got a refund from the particular show they 

were hoping to see. I was going to try and see a show for 

my birthday but was unable to because of the closure. My 

mom and the youth group at our church were all going to 

go see "Dear Evan Hansen" in May, however, due to 

COVID-19 was not able to happen. Actors and actresses do 

not have jobs while Broadway is closed, because of social 

distancing procedures, which is a direct result of 

coronavirus. Theatres are planning to reopen hopefully 

sometime in 2021. However, they are still having the Tony 

Awards this year, but it will be virtual. For all the thespians 

out there, Broadway is such an amazing experience, and it 

is so disappointing when a show is canceled. As upsetting 

as it is to lose something so important to me, as I have 

loved Broadway since 5th grade, there are ways to still see 

shows without actually going to a theatre. For example, on 

Spotify, Youtube, or on any music platform, there are show 

cast albums that are amazing to listen to. Another way to 

watch shows is through Bootlegs on Youtube. Bootlegs are 

recordings of theatrical shows, which are then posted on a 

social media platform. People label them as slime 

tutorials, a description of the show, or just bootlegs. If you 

have streaming apps such as Disney Plus, there are shows 

such as "Hamilton" and "Newsies" on there. There are also 

movie adaptations of what some shows are based on. 

Finally, before the shutdown, Broadway.com did 

interviews with Broadway actors and actresses and made 

them record what it?s like working on the set of their show. 

Hopefully, it will be eventually safe enough to reopen 

Broadway so we can all go back and enjoy the experience 

of seeing these shows live. 

Broadway Shutdown 

By Abigail Maut one 

Photos taken by Melia 
Hillman of New York City in 
2020 (after quarantine.)
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Annabella Grosso: Welcom e To a New Year  in House Leadership!

Throughout the world, the coronavirus pandemic has canceled things such as special events and even school, 
however as the school year has continued virtually, the house leaders and I have attempted to keep all of our 
spirits up here at GCMS by continuing House activities as best as we can virtually! Here at Grover Cleveland 
Middle School, we as a school, host certain activities and events during the school year to engage in a friendly 
competition to learn about important skills such as leadership and teamwork, called House Days or House 
Activities. Under these circumstances, some of our former events such as our annual capture-the-chicken game 
or handball tournament have changed immensely, but the loss of those activities does not mean that we cannot 
continue to be united as a school and houses. New activities like a Fall Selfie Scavenger Hunt and a Halloween 
Costume Contest have been announced as new ways to gain House Points for each house and to keep the 
school involved and excited, especially during difficult times like these. We as house leaders cannot wait to work 
with all of our houses and make this year one of the best and most unique years for our GCMS community!

Nicolina Cast ellano: House Leadership Through These Tim es

Being a house leader is everything that I thought it would be and more! Even in these circumstances, everybody 
has been so kind and helpful during my journey through being a house leaser. It has been a litt le challenging for 
the other house leaders and I to come up with ways to help make this school year great. The challenging parts 
are the fun parts though, it gives us time to get creative and think outside the box. Overall, being a house leader 
has been an amazing experience that I would not trade for the world! All I ask is that as students at GCMS we 
keep up the school spirit and Make a Difference Today!

Sophia Basile: A Posit ive and New Exper ience

My experience as a house leader so far has been a positive one! Under the circumstances this year, I think house 
leaders are probably doing more online than they have in the past. We?re connecting with each other and with 
new house members through Google Classroom and we?ve had to be more creative in the way we approach 
planning fun activities and opportunities to earn house points. I?m missing getting the chance to get to know new 
members in person as we used to on house days. However, thanks to sites like FlipGrid and the ability to post 
videos, we can start getting to know each other that way. The house leaders are working together to come up 
with new ways to make this year as exciting as possible. With everyone?s spirit and participation, we can still 
make a different kind of year great! Go Respect!!! 

The pr ide of  GCMS can be seen t hrough our  school's House Leaders. Look  
at  t hese posit ive m essages f rom  House Leaders Annabella Grosso  of  
Courage, Nicolina Cast ellano of  Cit izenship, and Sophia Basile of  Respect . 
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IMPACT OF COVID-19 
The Lost Mask: A COVID-19 Short Story      

Writ t en by Cat her ine Hum phrey

I dropped the copper penny into the toilet, it?s surface glistening in the dim light of the girl?s bathroom. There 
was no fancy park fountain in Elm Hollow Middle School, and if you tried to turn on any of the drinking fountains, the 
water would splash on your face like a tasteless ocean wave.  And of course, I wasn?t going into the boy's bathroom. 
But I needed some type of water, to make my wish. I wish COVID-19 could disappear forever. I thought. Everyone knows 
that you have to keep your wish a secret, or else it won?t come true.  I tentatively reached my foot out to flush the 
toilet, and then jumped back and unlocked the stall. 

 ?Hello, Emma. I didn?t expect you to be here.? says a voice, followed by a tinkly laugh, slightly muffled.  
Margarita.

I pulled up my light blue surgical mask, and hastily tied the ends of the white strings on my ears tighter, but the 
mask still went up over my nose, tickling my face.

 ?Do you own anything interesting? You can?t even find a mask that looks cool or even fits you!? 

Margarita gestured towards her own face, which was covered by a pink cloth mask, with a detailed swirl 
pattern. She always wore pink, whether it was her shoes, a bow in her hair, one of her frilly skirts, or a necklace. She 
brought clothing from stores I had never even set foot inside. Today, she was wearing a-what a surprise-a pale pink 
ruffled t-shirt, the color of ballet shoes and with short sleeves, that ended just above her waist. She was wearing 
light-wash jeans, with embroidered white flowers. She had pink Converse high tops on her feet, and in her short blond 
curly hair, she had a pink velvet bow. I stood up on my toes, craning my neck to reach her neck. Funny how bullies are 
always taller than you, especially when you are only 4 foot 7. My breath was reflected back on me as I wore my face 
mask. I could smell the Cheetos I had eaten at lunch once again. Mask breath. So annoying. I looked at my face in the 
mirror, compared to Margarita. 

 She was a new, untouched doll displayed in a toy shop?s front window. I was a freakish barbie doll thrown in 
the trash, complete with teeth marks and unkempt hair. I had never been the type of girl that would win beauty 
pageants, with my straight black hair I never bothered to brush. I was wearing a plain teal t-shirt, and black leggings, 
both right off the clearance rack at Target. My eyes were blue, but not the kind of blue that everyone wishes were their 
eye color. They were the kind of blue that looks faded, like a summer evening sky. As for beauty pageants? Margaret 
hangs up all her awards from them in her locker: all twenty-five of them. I felt hot tears brimming at my eyes, like a 
stove bubbling over a fire underneath. I felt a rush of anger. I wasn?t going to run away sobbing, I was going to face 
Margarita. 

?You will always be nothing important! Deep down, you are ugly, no matter what anyone says! So don?t go 
getting me in trouble for insulting you, because I am only telling the truth!? Margarita whispered fiercely into my ear, 
her face mask slightly brushing the side of my cheek. I took my mask off to yell back an insult, but my stomach twisted 
and I couldn?t speak. It was as though my mouth was glued together. I ran quickly out of the bathroom, tears 
streaming down my face like raindrops in a storm, and the last sound I heard was Margarita laughing. I didn?t realize I 
had left my mask behind.  Sparkles kept laughing.
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The Lost Mask: A COVID-19 Short Story (Cont 'd)      
Her laugh was annoying, but it was less annoying than everyone assuming I was an inanimate object. Sure, I 

can?t speak, but I can hear. I may not be able to see my surroundings, but I can feel the emotions inside of human 
beings when I am put in their faces. And of course, I can feel their bad breath and sticky snot and spit as I am worn. 
I?m a face mask. I come from the Adult Surgical Masks Box, in the suburbs of The Hallway Closet of Emma?s House. 
Humans don't realize the special talents we face masks have. We can absorb the knowledge of whatever we touch. 
The bathroom floor: roughly 20 years old, blue tiles, third floor of the middle school, tired of being stepped on. I 
touched my ear strings to the bathroom floor, comfortingly rubbing against it.I understand how you feel. But like you, I 
can move. And I will find my way back to Emma. Even though she has Cheeto breath.

Two years later? ? .

I ran my index finger gently along my 45th beauty pageant award. Me, Margarita Ashley Stevenson, the winner 
of all awards. Except for one. 

 ? You have won a world record, my litt le movie star!? my Not-Quite mother screeched. Margarita winced.How is 
she my mother? She looks nothing like me.My mother was a plump, short woman who had (shudder) straight light 
brown hair that ended at her neck and was always bobbing around. She always smelled like lint and she always had 
flour and sugar dusting her fingernails at all t imes. I don?t understand what Father saw in her. My father is the CEO of 
the Filthy Rich Organization for the Filthy Rich, The Modeling for Young Children Agency of Tall Pine County. We have 
one of the biggest arboretums in the state of New Jersey, so if you grow up here, you have to get used to the lame 
tree references. After my real mother died, my father married another woman named Ellie Harren. She doesn't know 
anything about modeling, and I honestly think she was born ugly. But, she is still my stepmother. But I haven't 
forgotten my real mother. Her name was Ashley, like my middle name, and she looked like me, but with dark 
brown-red curls and hazel eyes, and freckles dotting her cheeks. I also remember the pandemic that ruined 2020 and 
everyone?s supply of toilet paper. My father, Richard Arnold Stevenson ? , has pale blond hair that he constantly 
keeps slick with hair gel. He has a curling brown mustache, and his eyes are a dark, almost black brown. He says, if 
you want to be modeling, the best way to go is blue eyes, but I guess I?m stuck with brown ones.  

?Hello, aspiring modeler. I rate your outfit 2/10. I don?t know why the judges liked it so much. The color of the 
dress is so out of style," father comments. He is always honest, even with me. At first, I think he was talking to me, 
but then I realized he was talking to a girl, about my age. She has straight black hair, and she is wearing an 
avocado-green dress, with lace on the sleeves. The dress goes down to her knees and she is wearing white tights and 
black ankle boots.He?s right, that dress is last season?s style, but it looks nice and she did a good job with her makeup.The 
girl had bright red lip gloss and pale pink blush on her face. Father didn?t like simple things the way I did. He only 
liked extravagant frilly pink dresses and makeup that made your face look like someone else. The girl tentatively 
walked away, carrying her third-place ribbon, clinging to it like it was the last piece of an expensive crop top from 
Hollister. I glanced at her ribbon, reading the name:Emma Louise Mason.I fished around in my hot pink purse, looking 
for a pale pink face mask, my face growing hot.There must be something I can give her. Money, candy, anything to make 
up for what I did to her.I hear a shuffling noise.

?CaN YoU eMM mAs UNd Me?a voice whispers. I hear a hoarse voice whisper. It?s coming from... under the 
judge?s table? I couldn?t quite make out what it was saying. I looked under the table, cheeks growing red. I must be 
going mad. The only thing under the table is a face mask. But nobody had used that for two years. Yet, it is there.

?EmMa! FACE! NOW! MUST! SORRY!The voice screams more urgently. The voice was coming from the mask. And 
it was saying?  EMMA!  

?Emma doesn?t need you anymore. The coronavirus is gone!? I roar. I grab the mask and bolt for the garbage, 
but it escapes my grip and scuttles across the grass of Oak Leaf Park (another tree reference, hooray), where it 
bumps into a tree. I grab it and rush back towards the garbage, and bump into Emma, her face red from crying. I 
hand her the face mask.

  ?I?m sorry I was so mean to you. I?m just so tired of modeling. I just want to do something good for our environment 
and the community instead of dressing up! I couldn?t help but feel jealous that you have a mother who leads the 
Environmental Council and a father who works from home when my father is so busy and my mother is dead and my 
stepmother is weird? ? I trail off.

The Magazine Club meets on Tuesday's at 2:45 PM. For more information, email 
Melia Hillman at 25mhil@student.cwcboe.org. 



The Lost Mask: A COVID-19 Short Story (Cont 'd)      
"Anyway, I really like your dress. Green is my favorite color.? I compliment.

?But you always? ? Emma starts

?Wear pink? My Not-Quite mother makes me.? I explain.

?You can help me plant a butterfly garden in the park?? Emma asks tentatively.

?Why not?? I say. ?And um, I found your old face mask.? I smile. 

Car t er  Kaiser : Im pact  of  COVID-19 On My Life 

COVID-19 is terrible; it is one of the worst global pandemics in history. It has impacted me because I have three other 
siblings and I can?t hear anything that my teachers are saying, as when my siblings are on break from their classes, 
they are extra loud and don?t stop yelling. The pandemic has impacted me because I missed my entire spring season 
for baseball and I missed out on a lot of the stuff that we were supposed to learn this year so it is upsetting that it 
wasn?t controlled faster. I was so bored during this spring because I had nothing to do when normally I would be 
outside playing the sport I have been playing my entire life. I don?t like doing online school because so many things 
happen and it gets challenging to stay focused during class. Online school was not meant to happen and I love being 
in school because we get to be with people. I hope that during the winter if it snows and we have snow days that we 
don?t do online school because it is terrible I never want to do it again. Also if we have snow days with online school, 
it would be terrible especially for litt le kids because they want to go in the snow and be out and play with their 
friends. For teachers, it is bad as well because they have to print out and think of new ways to incorporate what we 
would be learning in class. The teachers have to find online websites to do everything and it 's not fun nor enjoyable 
for anyone. 
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I am going to tell you how COVID-19 affected me in a positive way and a negative way. First, let?s start with the positive 
influences. COVID-19 has affected me a lot, but the best part about it was that it made me realize how important 
school, learning, and staying active are. I still was able to be more active and go to my local soccer field more and 
shoot on the net. The best part was I had it all to myself. I also learned how to ride a skateboard and a penny board; I 
learned some tricks on them. Running every day makes you more active as an individual so that 's what I also started 
doing. Now let 's get to the bad things that happened. One of the worst things that happened to me was that I wasn?t 
able to see my friends as often, which made me pretty sad. My parents also couldn't make the same amount of 
money that they previously were making before COVID-19. The one thing that I DO NOT LIKE about COVID-19 is that 
you have to wear a mask. You have to wear a mask to go everywhere and it is hard to breathe with them, as masks 
cover your mouth and nose. Some of my favorite things to do are play soccer, basketball, and go to Jiu-Jitsu. Because 
of the COVID-19, I wasn?t able to do that and that was one of the major things that upset me and made me feel sad. 
Those are just some of the main reasons how COVID-19 has affected me.

Ben Migliaccio: COVID-19 Through My Perspect ive 

COVID-19 has affected everyone in so many different ways, positively and negatively. As for me, this pandemic greatly 
impacted my life. Let?s begin with the negative ways. In April, our principal, Mr. Brown, died from coronavirus and it 
was very sad for the whole community. He was a part of our school district for a long time and always encouraged the 
students to use their talents and education to make a difference. Another way I was impacted was my parents both 
work in the medical field and they were always exposed to patients who had the virus. It scared me that they could get 
sick. Also, when everything shut down and the schools closed, I couldn't see my friends and it was really hard for me. 
Schoolwork became harder, as we were doing it remotely, and I had a hard time understanding what I needed to do. 
All of my sports were canceled and it really affected the way I played because I wasn?t practicing with my teams. As for 
the positive effects on me, I was able to spend more time with my family which usually doesn?t happen because we 
are always so busy with activities. We learned how to play new card games from my father and played a lot of outdoor 
games with my siblings. We started riding our bikes everywhere and that helped to make my brothers and I stronger 
bike riders. I also experienced a time when climate change was at an all-time low. Pollution was the cleanest it has 
been in 10 years which is incredible. All in all, COVID-19 has affected my life in so many ways, and seeing how 
everything changed so dramatically has made me. appreciate everything so much more than before.

By Jordan Gruzas: The Coronavirus Ef fect
It all started off with a two-week vacation. Everyone was so happy that we got a break from school. We could hang out 
all day and sleep in all we wanted. These two weeks soon came to an end. However, the break got extended, and the 
sickness got very serious. Nobody could be with their friends. Sitting inside all day got boring very quickly. At this 
point, no one was sure we would go back to school. Everything was canceled. Sports, friends, weddings, birthdays. We 
were all trapped inside, with nothing to do. The return back to school was constantly getting pushed back. People 
were losing jobs and stores were going out of business. The movie theater on Bloomfield ave that has been there 
since the 1900s closed down because of this sickness. This lasted the whole summer and made it so much less 
enjoyable. Although it started to die down towards the end,  schools remained closed for the beginning of the year. 
Friends were now back to hanging out and some sports started back up. Several things were starting to go back to 
normal. Stores opened back up and people could finally leave their houses. COVID-19 will forever never be forgotten 
and it has impacted our lives in a way nobody expected. We could never have predicted how much one single virus 
could change our lives. We are now going back to school and being free again, but will forever be impacted.

IMPACT OF COVID-19 
Ava Tset t os: Repurcussions of  COVID-19

Look at  how  COVID-19 has im pact ed specif ic individuals in our  GCMS com m unit y.
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 There are many ways COVID-19 has affected my life, but my sleep-away camp closing for the summer was by far one of 
the worst disappointments. Every summer I go to a sleep-away camp called Camp Wayne for Girls for seven weeks, 
spending my time outdoors surrounded by my camp friends. This is my way of celebrating the end of another school 
year and relaxing in the summer. It is also a time for me to gain independence as I am away from home. My sister and 
two cousins also go to Camp Wayne with me every year and we were all devastated when it was canceled. Beginning in 
May, one by one, all of the sleep-away camps started to close and we knew our camp was next. So when word spread 
that Camp Wayne had shut down for the summer, my hopes of returning, as well as my heart were crushed for many 
days. Most of all, I was mad. I was angry that they had to close camp, and I was angry that COVID-19 was taking away 
many campers' fun and freedom for the summer. There is a saying, ?Live 10 for 2? and it means that campers wait ten 
months to be in camp for two. Well, this year we have to wait twenty-two months because of COVID-19. Nonetheless, 
not being able to go to Camp Wayne last summer makes me even more excited to go next year.  On the other hand, I 
have had many memorable moments with my family. Because of COVID-19, my mom and I have completed 
approximately eleven 1000-piece puzzles during quarantine. My mom and I are the only ones in our family that love 
puzzles and we formed a great bond over it. Every night after I finished my school work, my mom and I would sit at our 
living room table and work on a puzzle. My mom always says, ?If we have each other, we don?t need anything else in the 
world,? and she is right. The nights of quarantine were the times I looked forward to the best. My dad brought me and 
my mom tea every night while we worked on a puzzle. In addition, many nights we would watch a movie or a show as a 
family and these moments are the times that I will cherish.  Lastly, before quarantine, the room across from my 
bedroom was a guest room. When my dad's office closed, however, he started to work from home and needed a place 
to work. Today, we have fully transformed the guest room into my dad's office. I love having him in the house with me 
and I get to spend a lot more time with him. In addition to the office, one of the big projects in quarantine was 
transforming my unfinished basement into a cozy living area and gym. 

Considering that I never went off to camp, I was able to see the construction process from start to finish. Now, it is one 
of my favorite places in the house.  Even though COVID-19 has affected some more than others, there is always a silver 
lining -- you just have to keep your head up and look for it.  

Ryan Livell i : COVID-19: The Posit ives and Negat ives

COVID-19 has affected me both positively and negatively like many other people around the world. As 
COVID-19 hit I heard we would be out of school for a few days, but days went on, and the return to school 
kept getting pushed back. I, later on, learned that my 6th-grade year was going to remain in a full remote 
learning format for the rest of the year. I was really excited at first, but days soon got boring. With the lack of 
contact with friends and relatives, I started to get bored fast. Other negative ways COVID-19 affected me are 
things like sports being canceled. I look forward to town and club sports, but COVID-19 canceled two different 
sports for me. This made me bored all the time, and I didn't know what to do after school. With COVID-19 
being a fairly new thing that appeared last year we didn't have much information, as a result, I couldn?t see 
my friends. More negative things include not being able to do everyday things normally like grocery shopping, 
or hanging out in the park. Masks were needed at first, and all the change was very irritating. This virus also 
spread rapidly, and people died from it. No family members of mine did pass away, although many others did 
and no matter what, that is an impactful negative element of this pandemic. Although COVID-19 was and is 
very negative, there are some positive sides to it. COVID-19 let me have a new experience, which is online 
school. I did get bored of it for a while, but overall I liked it a lot and it?s really cool to have this virtual 
experience. Another positive outcome of this time is that people are sticking together and helping people in 
need. I know people have been trying to do their best like everyone else, and I think it brings out the good in 
people. Due to having online classes, preparation for school in the morning is less of a rush and more of 
opening a computer after getting out of bed. This routine lets me sleep in later, and it makes the school day 
easier for me. All in all, COVID-19 affected me in both a positive and negative way.

IMPACT OF COVID-19
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Alix Fliegler : How Has COVID-19 Im pact ed Me?  



Isabela Delgado: How COVID-19 Af fect s Me

 COVID-19 has affected me in both positive and negative ways. Some positives are that I can spend more time with my 
family, it 's overall easier to get my schoolwork done, and I have had more opportunities to do other things. When I 
spend time with my family, it lets me get to know them even better, and I can do fun activities with them. For example, 
we have been watching a lot of movies together. Online school isn?t great, but there's one good thing about it. 
Although the workload is a litt le more, I have more time to do it at my own pace. Lastly, I have more opportunities to 
do other things like going outside, riding my bike, and exercising. I have also had more time to learn how to do 
different arts and crafts while watching internet videos. I think there are more negatives than positives with COVID-19. 
The negatives about COVID-19 is that it 's a deadly sickness, you have to wear a mask, and you can't see your family 
and friends that live farther away as often. The virus itself is very contagious, and as a result, it makes me very 
nervous and scared because I don't want to get sick and I am worried that people I know and complete strangers will 
get COVID-19. What is our future going to be? Also, I don't like that I have to wear a mask everywhere because 
personally I have glasses and it constantly fogs my glasses up. Masks make it difficult to talk because it always slides 
off and it makes it hard to hear other people as well. My grandma has visited a few times from Long Island, but she 
has to wear a mask even though we were outside the whole time to keep her safe. This makes our visits a bit harder 
to do and especially concerning now that the cold weather is coming. Due to COVID-19, I haven?t really seen any other 
of my family members, because they live far away and it isn?t safe to travel. Even though I?ve been able to see some of 
my friends who live close to me, it 's sad that I can?t see everyone as we did before COVID-19. I am grateful I can see my 
family and friends on zoom but it is not the same and I very much miss my family and friends. In conclusion, even 
though COVID-19 is extremely dangerous and scary and life around us has changed in the pandemic, I have learned a 
lot about the importance of being positive during hard times like this.  

Spencer  Budr is:  Then and Now (COVID-19 Edit ion) 

IMPACT OF COVID-19
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They sent us home with one week of work, maybe two if things got really crazy. Going in, all I thought it would 
be was a week or two in March. We?d get right back into school and we?d forget it even happened. It 's 
October now, almost November. I've been cooped up with my family so long, I get mad at the way my dad 
chews and the way my brother talks. 

 One of the weird things is,  quarantine has got me saying things that me, a year ago, would have had no 
idea what I'm saying. Picture yourself a year ago leaving the house and you hear whoever you live with say, 
?Don?t forget your mask!?

 You?d be like, ?Halloween?s not until two weeks from tomorrow!?

 ?No I m ean your  KN95 m ask?

 ?Isn?t that some sort of WWII army helmet??

 ?No, I mean the mask that you wear whenever you go in public places!?

 ?Clothes??

 ?No! Just cover your face so you don?t get coronavirus!?

 ?Wait, beer can give you a virus??

 ?You know what, I'll go shopping this week!? Then you see them put on a hazmat suit, grab 3 bottles of hand 
sanitizer that you didn?t know you had, waddle out to the car, open the door, throw the hand sanitizer in, 
then hop in themself. As they pull out of the driveway, all you hear is, ?Keep a social distance of six feet, and 
don?t use any toilet paper!?

 You a year ago would have no idea what was going on. But, you understand exactly what was going on here. 
Maybe that 's good, maybe that 's bad, but it 's true. 

Stay safe, be smart.



Thom as Kelley:  My St ory Wit h COVID-19

COVID-19 has affected my life positively and negatively. First, it has affected my life positively, as I was able to spend much 
more time in Long Beach Island this summer. Also, I started new hobbies like card tricks, surfing, and skateboarding with all 
my spare time at home. On the other hand, COVID-19 has affected my life negatively. Some ways in which it has done this are 
through the loss of Mr. Brown, the worries and stress from the beginning of the pandemic, and the lack of sports, as well as 
family and friend gatherings. All of these things had an effect on me. For example, I wasn?t able to keep playing baseball or 
football which made me lose exercise and get a litt le rusty at the sports. One last example is, during the pandemic I was 
getting stressed out a lot which caused an increase in migraines. It also made my grades go down while being in remote 
learning during 6th grade. On the other hand, the positive experiences I had affected me in a good way. For example, I 
actually got really good at skateboarding, surfing, and card tricks which are really cool to be able to do for future purposes. I 
probably would have never started these hobbies if it weren?t for the extra time during quarantine. Due to the pandemic, I 
had so much more free time to experience new things. All in all, COVID-19 has affected my life positively and negatively.

Manuel Perdomo: Let's Talk About COVID-19

At first I was not sure about the COVID-19 stuff, the masks, and the social distancing. I was kind of enjoying being around 
fewer people, but then I started to feel lonely. I somewhat enjoy the online school instead of in person as I am not much of a 
morning person, but now I feel like a curse was put on me and I'll never be able to go back to normal school again, and I'll 
always be a litt le box until I graduate school. On the bright side, this pandemic has brought out people's creativity with masks 
that are unique and stylized. It has been a bit stressful, long, and bumpy ride, but we will get through this together. Someday 
sooner than you think, we won't have to be six feet apart anymore, and we can live our lives again. Even if we have to wear 
masks in the future when we go inside malls and movie theaters, I just hope they open. We will get a vaccine for this virus. 
We will remember this time in history and use it to hold onto hope, to never give up, to fight. We are stronger together and 
we will remain strong. It 's been a stressful journey but there is light at the end of the tunnel. There always is and always will 
be; search for that light and hold onto it; know that everything will be okay, and we will push through to the future for 
generations. Remain calm and stay safe in these difficult times. If you choose to stay home, you can continue to socialize 
online; we must use this to bring ourselves closer together to share messages of hope such as this. When the cure is here, 
we will cherish our victory in this war. We will celebrate, as we have hope!

Daniel Doslakosk i: COVID-19 In My LIfe 

COVID-19 has changed my school year and my life. How is this so? This is because I cannot hang out with my friends, 
meet my new teachers in person and have fun with my family members. To explain, my friends are like my second 
family, so they mean a lot to me. COVID-19 has changed all of that by not letting us hang out or play as usual. Another 
example is when it is your birthday, one cannot go near other people.  With that said, what?s the point of having a fun 
day when you can?t even eat in other people?s houses? Another way COVID-19 has impacted me is that I see my 
teachers much less. My teachers make my life with school work much easier and also make me learn new things. 
However, when we are sitting home on a chair for a very long time, I can?t learn as many things as I would in "normal" 
school, which is something that seems so distant to me. Finally, I miss my family members. My family members mean a 
lot to me as well. Without them, what will I be doing on a family night dinner, Christmas Eve, Easter, or Thanksgiving? 
They make my life a lot happier. However, with COVID-19 going through the air, what are the possibilit ies of seeing each 
other on a family night dinner or on Christmas Eve? However, there is one positive thing about COVID-19. When I had 
gone to a water park over the summer, there were 20-25 people. It was amazing having the whole park for me and my 
brother. In conclusion, to put things in more perspective, there are both negative and positive aspects of this COVID-19 
pandemic.
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Mr. Bishop: My Experience With COVID-19 

Like all of you, I consider these past six months as the strangest and most anxious time in my life. March brought an end to 
school as I always knew it and a new normal that I never dreamed would occur. Honestly, I had never heard of Zoom prior to 
March but was required to learn how to utilize it as one of the few ways to continue to ?teach? science. All of those important 
connections and relationships with my students nurtured over the months since September, abruptly ended, as did all of the 
wonderful activities that have become part of an eighth graders experience at GCMS. Simply going to the supermarket 
became an extremely stressful ordeal! But as time went on, my anxious feelings gave way to a greater sense of calm and 
acceptance of the ?new normal.? Wearing a mask in public and social distancing soon became routine in my everyday 
comings and goings. And then, to my great relief and joy, I actually arrived at a feeling that life seemed more like before. In 
June, word spread that my town pool was going to reopen and the thought of being able to enjoy my lap swimming and just 
relaxing there with a good book was an enormous lift to my spirits. At the same time, the local YMCA, where I have been a 
long time member, began offering Spin classes outdoors under a large circus-type tent. Add those activities to my usual bike 
rides and walking regimen and I really felt like things were almost back! I am not fooling anyone by thinking we are out of the 
woods with this virus. Restaurants and other hospitality businesses such as hotels, the travel industry, and vacation resorts 
are still not back. So many people are unemployed, food insecure, and homeless in numbers never before seen in the United 
States. However, I can see positive things happening and it should give all of us hope as long as we continue to remain 
careful and vigilant. As I write this, we are beginning our first phase in coming back to school face-to-face; an enormous 
positive step forward. I think that we have all become more aware of those less fortunate than ourselves and my hope is that 
sense of community will only increase as we find more and more ways To Make A Difference. My message is for all of us to 
continue to work together and get past these stressful times and to always find the litt le blessings that come our way. 

Mr. Bish

Morgan Manr iquez: My LIfe and COVID-19

My experiences in the pandemic have had their highs and lows. On March 9th, I moved into my new house in West Caldwell. 
We were quickly trying to unpack, so we can get back to our busy lives. Our new home was filled with shoes at the front door, 
voices throughout the house, and many visitors. Then all of sudden, the shoe mat was empty, the house was silent, and we 
no longer were having people over. At the very beginning of quarantine, I felt lonely and confused about what was going on 
in our world and my new environment. It made me feel somewhat lost and alone. I think everyone was lost and alone, but I 
was thinking it had something to do with my new home. Then slowly, as a family, we started to fall into a new daily routine. 
Each day we would all wake up, and go into our rooms for work and school. We would meet for breakfast and lunch and plan 
the rest of our day. Most days we would go for a family walk or bike ride or work out from home. We spent a lot of time 
cooking in our new kitchen and eating. Lots of eating! We wound up spending lots of time together in a new and different 
way. We would play card games and zoom with our family and friends every night. Another positive thing about quarantine 
was we had time to spend with our new Border Collie puppy named Luna. We had time to train her, walk her, play frisbee 
with her, and learn about this new breed. We quickly learned that she has lots of energy, which was great in quarantine 
because it made our lives so much fun. Quarantine was also difficult at times. I missed seeing my best friends and my family. 
We also lost a lot of people in our lives, which still makes all of this painful. I am hoping that we are near the end of this, but 
sometimes I feel like we are still in the midst of it. I do feel better now, as life slowly has returned to normal. I now get to play 
sports and hug my family and friends. I guess quarantine taught me to appreciate every day because things can change in a 
moment. 

The Magazine Club meets on 
Tuesday's at 2:45 PM. For more 
information, email Melia Hillman at 
25mhil@student.cwcboe.org. 



IMPACT OF COVID-19

The Magazine Club meets on Tuesday's at 2:45 PM. For more information, 
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Mr. Kot lewsk i: A Posit ive Out look  From  This Pandem ic
When thinking about how COVID-19 has affected my life, I really want to focus on the positive of what has been 
happening over the last six months.  The greatest positive has been the amount of time I have been able to spend 
with my family.  For the first time in many years, we have been eating dinner together.  It has been nice to hear 
about what everyone is doing each day.  It has also been nice to eat food that my children have made for us.  We 
rotated cooking nights and everyone in the family got the opportunity to surprise each other with a new dinner. 

 The second positive was getting the opportunity to help run a tennis clinic over the summer.  I normally run the 
CWC Recreation camp at Memorial Park.  I love running the camp but it was closed this summer. I put out some 
inquiries and was asked to be the Social Distancing Director for Elite Tennis Academy.  It was a blast.  I was able to 
ensure kids were able to play outdoor tennis all summer long.  I also was able to play tennis with the pros and the 
students.  Finally, I was able to see my son play tennis all summer. I am looking forward to watching him once 
again represent West Essex as the #1 singles player.  

The final positive was seeing all types of people helping others out when it was needed.  I saw people shopping 
for strangers to ensure they eat properly.  I saw kids cutting grass for elderly neighbors.  I saw car parades to 
celebrate milestones in a safe manner.  I heard phone calls to people in order to make sure everything was going 
OK.  So many people stepped up when it was needed and it made me very proud of our community.  ?We The 
People? is alive and well with so many of us.

So yes, I am going to focus on the positive that has come out due to the pandemic.  I recommend you do the 
same!

These pieces are encapsulations on unique and differing experiences  throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This pandem ic has changed your  l i fe. It  has changed 
our  l ives t oo. However, it is our job to come back stronger from this. We are on fire, 
and we have the momentum, we just have to stay strong for each other. Though 
each day our hearts still echo out in pain, we know we cannot waste my life in vain, 
as it is time for our youth to spark hope and change, which are principles, regardless 
of the circumstances, that still remain.   

See this photo of 
GCMS, which was 
taken in Spring 2020 
by Melia Hillman. 

See this photo of 
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taken in Spring 2020 
by Melia Hillman. 



Changing Days 
Melia Hillman

The waves st i l l  r ise and fall, 

While each day feels l ike t he long haul. 

Norm alcy is forever  lost ,  

Even t hough t he aut um n leaves w il l  soon t urn t o f rost .  

The Ear t h feels st i l l , 

Yet  t he people keep m oving.   

Som et im es I feel t hat  I have no w il l , 

But  t urning on t he ?Ham ilt on? m usic, each day t he pat h is gradually 
im proving. 

Through it  al l , I choose t o prot ect  t he people now, 
Even as som e fools go out  and act  l ike clowns. 

For  t hey w il l  never  underst and t here has been a change in t im e,   

As t hey have not  seen t he m ourning fam il ies cry. 

They have not  seen t he m any  who have died. 

They have a delusional realit y covered in l ies. 

They feel as t hough t he Ear t h is t he sam e. 

But  not hing is t he sam e now, not  af t er  all of  t h is pain.

It  is clear  t hat  t hey have not  grown, 

Just  because t hey sim ply do not  know.  

This cr inges and f lakes, 

And t h is whole piece could be a m ist ake. 

But  we have t o st ar t  som ewhere, 

And now feels l ike t he r ight  t im e t o r ise up and show t hat  we care.  

Every day now, I got  out  w it h a new f lair , 

As on m y face is a m ask  t hat  I always w il l  wear . 

Though som et hing has changed, t he wor ld st i l l  spins. 

I st i l l  feel t he breeze t hrough m y hair , 

Let t ing m e know t hat  som eone is t here. 

No m at t er  what  t he t im e is, som eone w il l  always care. 

The Magazine Club meets on Tuesday's at 2:45 PM. For more information, email Melia 
Hillman at 25mhil@student.cwcboe.org. 

IMPACT OF COVID-19

See the quote above 
from 'Hamilton.' I feel that 
this saying is  t so fitting 
to what we are all 
experiencing.

Feel free to reach out to us 
here at the Magazine Club. 
We all need to support one 
another. 
#Let'sMake2020Right
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Jordan Gruzas 
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 Thank you to all the cont r ibutors for their  dedicat ion as 
interviewers, wr iters, art ists, and expressionists. 



This first marking period was at the very least, a 
unique one. I do hope that the work of these brilliant 
creators inspires you to use your voice, imagination, 
and creativity, as ways to create change and to make a 
difference. We are always encouraging students to 
join, so that they can share their perspectives, ideas, 
and creations through a welcoming and promising 
platform.  Whether your a musician or an athlete, we 
want to hear from all of our students. If you have any 
questions, comments, or concerns, do not hesitate to 
contact Melia Hillman, this year 's editor, at 
25mhil@student.cwcboe.org. 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

A huge thanks to Mr. Kot lewski and Ms. DeVico, who acted as 
the GCMS Magazine Club's advisors. This product  would have 
not  been a reality without  them! 

Make a 
difference 
today!

Make a 
difference 
today!
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